
This year our Annual Book Fair will be an online affair hosted by Scholastic, click here to access.  Due to the 
terms of this Fair, they do not customize titles available and are limited in providing titles that I suggest for 
summer reading.  However, an effort was made to suggest some of their titles.  My lists are based on well-
reviewed titles from various publishers.  Scholastic provides quality titles that you may choose to read! 
 
The availability of the mandatory reading is limited to two titles, Out of the Dust and We Were Liars.  Savvy 
and Nothing But the Truth will not be offered online.  I will post all assignments associated with the mandatory 
reading on the Briarcliff Library webpage.   
 
This Summer Reading List covers all grades and are “recommended” suggestions. Please note that I have 
provided Lexile Scores, Genre, and marked some titles for “Mature Readers”.                          
 
Thank you for your support, Mr. Posner 
 

2020 Summer Reading List: 
Incoming 6th Grade 

You must read Savvy by Ingrid Law. 
 

Incoming 8th Grade 
You must read Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse. 

 
Incoming 7th Grade 

You must read Nothing But the Truth by Avi. 
 

Incoming 9th Grade 
You must read We Were Liars by E. Lockhart 

In addition, you are encouraged to read at least 2 more books of your choice.  This is for a total of 3 books.  
Parents are encouraged to review, discuss and decide with their child what titles would be best. 

 
Counting Perfect     by Suzanne LaFleur 
Ignored by her parents since her "perfect" older sister, Julia, had a baby, Cassie, twelve, foregoes her summer plans to join Julia and 
baby Addie on a road trip.  Lexile 530.  Realistic Fiction. 
 
All American Muslim Girl    by Nadini Jolie Courtney 
Allie Abraham has it all going for her—she's a straight-A student, with good friends and a close-knit family, and she's dating cute, 
popular, and sweet Wells Henderson. One problem: Wells's father is Jack Henderson, America's most famous conservative shock 
jock...and Allie hasn't told Wells that her family is Muslim.  Lexile 630.  YA/Realistic 
 
The Girl Who Drank the Moon   by Kelly Barnhill 
An epic fantasy about a young girl raised by a witch, a swamp monster, and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon, who must unlock the powerful 
magic buried deep inside her.  Lexile 640.  Fantasy Fiction 
 
A Times Travelers Theory of Relativity  by Nicole Valentine 
Days before his thirteenth birthday, science-lover Finn learns that the women of his family are time travelers and he is expected to 
help locate his missing mother.  Lexile 630.  Science Fiction 
 
Renegades (Series)     by Marissa Meyer 
The Renegades are a syndicate of prodigies—humans with extraordinary abilities—who emerged from the ruins of a crumbled society 
and established peace and order where chaos reigned. As champions of justice, they remain a symbol of hope and courage to 
everyone...except the villains they once overthrew.  Lexile 860.  Science Fiction 
 
Dragonwatch (Series)    by Brandon Mull 
Because Dragonwatch, an ancient group of wizards, enchantresses, and dragon slayers, is crumbling, an uprising of dragons threatens 
to destroy the magical preserves as well as overrun the nonmagical world.  Lexile 620.  Fantasy Fiction. 
 
Bouncing Back     by Scott Ostler 
Orphaned thirteen-year-old Carlos learns what it truly means to be a teammate when he must help save his new wheelchair basketball 
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Indian No More     by Charlene McManis  
When Regina's Umpqua tribe is legally terminated and her family must relocate from Oregon to Los Angeles, she goes on a quest to 
understand her identity as an Indian despite being so far from home.  Lexile 720.  Historical Fiction. 
 
Strange Birds: A Field Guide to Ruffling Feathers  by Celia Perez  
After Ofelia, Aster, Cat, and Lane fail to persuade a local girls club to change an outdated tradition, they form an alternative group that 
shakes up their sleepy Florida town. Includes tips for beginning birders, characteristics of crystals, a cookie recipe, tips for aspiring 
journalists, directions for creating badges, and facts about the killing of birds for fashion. Lexile 750. Realistic Fiction. 
 
The Collected Works of Gretchen Oyster  by Cary Fagan 
Who is Gretchen Oyster, and why are they scattering cards about the town? The discovery of a series of mysterious handmade 
postcards distracts Hartley from trouble at home.  Lexile 650.  Realistic Fiction 
 
Dog Driven      by Terry Lynn Johnson 
A riveting adventure about a musher who sets out to prove her impaired vision won't hold her back from competing in a rigorous sled 
race through the Canadian wilderness.  Lexile 649.  Adventure Fiction. 
 
House Without Walls     by Ching Yeung Russell 
Eleven-year-old Lam, her brothers, and other ethnic Chinese flee Vietnam in 1979, embarking on a long and perilous journey toward a 
refugee camp, where Lam finds new hope and happiness.  Lexile 750.  Historical Fiction. 
 
The Unteachables     by Gordon Korman 
The Unteachables never thought they’d find a teacher who had a worse attitude than they did. And Mr. Kermit never thought he would 
actually care about teaching again. Over the course of a school year, though, room 117 will experience mayhem, destruction—and 
maybe even a shot at redemption.  Lexile 740.  Humor Fiction 
 
Dough Boys      by Paula Chase 
Told in two voices, thirteen-year-old best friends Simp and Rollie play on a basketball team in their housing project, but Rollie dreams 
of being a drummer and Simp, to impress the gang leader, Coach Tez.  Lexile 700.  Realistic Fiction. 
 
The Great Jeff     by Tony Abbott 
Life hasn't been great for Jeff Hicks. After years at his beloved St. Catherine's, he's forced to spend eighth grade in the public middle 
school, which he hates. He's no longer speaking to his former best friend, Tom Bender, because of "that burned girl" Jessica Feeney 
(Firegirl, 2006). But worst of all, his family is changing, and it's not for the better.  Lexile 550.  Realistic Fiction 
 
Finding Orion     by John Anderson 
A boy from an unconventional family attends the funeral of his motorcycle-riding, crossbow-hunting grandfather and tries to uncover 
the truth about his grandfather's complicated relationship with the boy's jelly-bean designer father.  Lexile 790.  Realistic Fiction 
 
Estranged      by Ethan Dridge    
Enduring lives where their differences render them outcasts, a changeling and a human child must unite when a cruel sorceress 
ascends the throne, placing the fates of both worlds in their hands.  Lexile 300.  Graphic Novel 
 
Queen of the Sea     by Dylan Meconis 
When her sister seizes the throne, Queen Eleanor of Albion is banished to a tiny island off the coast of her kingdom, where the nuns of 
the convent spend their days peacefully praying, sewing, and gardening. But the island is also home to Margaret, a mysterious young 
orphan girl whose life is upturned when the cold, regal stranger arrives.  Lexile 710.  Graphic Novel 
 
Scary Stories (Series)     by Alvin Schwartz 
Yarns about ghosts and witches, "jump" stories, scary songs, and modern-day scary tales. Includes song lyrics and music.  Lexile 640.  
Horror. 

 
The Line Tender     by Kate Allen 
When a Great White shark appears in the water near in her sleepy Rockport community, triggering a devastating tragedy, a 12-year-
old girl must pick up the work of her late marine-biologist mother to lift the cloud of grief hanging over her community.  Lexile 710.  
Realistic Fiction. 
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The Next Great Paulie Fink    by Ali Benjamin 
Led by new student Caitlyn, seventh graders at a tiny rural school in Vermont create a reality-show inspired competition to determine 
who will replace the school's legendary class clown, Paulie Fink.  Lexile 710.  Realistic Fiction. 
 
The Assassination of Brangwain Spurge  by MT Anderson 
Elf historian Brangwain Spurge is sent to goblin country to deliver a peace offering to their dark lord and spy on the goblin kingdom, 
but he and his goblin host commit a series of blunders that might bring their nations to war.  Lexile 760.  Fantasy Fiction 
 
Bad Order      by Barb Ullman 
Mary Day, her mute, telepathic brother, Albie, friend Brit and her brother Lars learn there is a leak in the dimensional universe and 
unless Albie repairs it, evil thoughts will take over.  Lexile 730.  Science Fiction 
 
Charlie Thorne the Last Equation   by Stuart Gibbs 
The CIA forces twelve-year-old Charlotte "Charlie" Thorne, a rebellious genius, to use her code-breaking skills on an epic global 
chase to locate Einstein's last equation before dangerous agents discover it and unlock the solution to harnessing energy.  Lexile 850.  
Action/Adventure 
 
Guest      by Mary Downing Hahn 
Young Mollie traverses eerie, perilous lands to retrieve her baby brother, Thomas, from the Kinde Folke, malicious sprites who 
snatched him and left a hideous changeling in his place.  Lexile 660.  Suspense. 
 
Scouts      by Shannon Greenland 
The summer before seventh grade, five best friends sneak out to watch a meteor shower, but soon find themselves on the run from a 
violent mountain clan.  Lexile 630.  Action/Adventure. 
 
The Island of Dr. Libris    by Chris Grabenstein 
A twelve-year-old boy, worried that his parents may divorce, discovers that an island in the middle of the lake where he is spending 
the summer is the testing grounds of the mysterious Dr. Libris, who may have invented a way to make the characters in books come 
alive.  Lexile 640.  Fantasy Fiction 
 
The Storm Runner (Series)    by JC Cervantes 
To prevent the Mayan gods from battling each other and destroying the world, thirteen-year-old Zane must unravel an ancient 
prophecy, stop an evil god, and discover how the physical disability that makes him reliant on a cane also connects him to his father 
and his ancestry.  Lexile 600.  Fantasy Fiction. 
 
It’s the End of the World as I Know It  by Matthew Landis 
Derrick is building a doomsday shelter to prepare for the apocalypse when he makes friends with Misty, the girl next door.  Lexile 
540.  Realistic Fiction 
 
Strike Zone      by Mike Lupica 
Twelve-year-old Nick Garcia dreams of winning MVP of his summer baseball league, of finding a cure for his sister, of meeting his 
hero, Yankee pitcher Michael Arroyo, and of no longer living in fear of the government and ICE agents.  Lexile 790.  Sports Fiction. 
Restart      by Gordon Korman 
When Chase returns to middle school after falling off the roof and losing his memory, he learns that the person he was before the 
amnesia is not someone he likes.  Lexile 730.  Realistic/Humor 
 
Loot (Series)      by Jude Watson 
When Alfie McQuinn, the notorious jewel thief, is killed on a job, his last words to his son, March, are to "find jewels" and this 
instruction leads the boy to Jules, the twin sister he never knew he had--and the perfect partner to carry on the family business.  Lexile 
560.  Action/Adventure 
 
See You on a Starry Night    by Lisa Schroeder 
Eleven-year-old Juliet, her newly separated mother, and her older sister have moved to a Mission Beach, where she forms an instant 
bond with a girl her own age, Emma, even throwing bottles with secret messages into the sea; and then an email arrives, inviting Juliet 
to join the Starry Night Society, and all she has to do is make someone else's wish come true--but what about her own family, whom 
she seems to be growing apart from?  Lexile 560.  Realistic   
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In the Hall with the Knife (Series)   by Diana Peterfreund 
When a storm strikes at Blackbrook Academy, an elite prep school nestled in the woods of Maine, a motley crew of students--
including Beth 'Peacock' Picach, Orchid McKee, Vaughn Green, Sam 'Mustard' Maestor, Finn Plum, and Scarlet Mistry--are left 
stranded on campus with their headmaster. Hours later, her body is found hanging in the conservatory and it's very clear her death was 
no suicide. With this group of students who are all hiding something, nothing is as it seems, and everyone has a motive for murder.  
Mystery Fiction.  Mature Gr. 7 & up. 
 
Way of the Warrior Kid (Series)   by Jacko Willink 
When Marc's mother tells him that his Uncle Jake is coming to stay for the whole summer, Marc can't wait. Uncle Jake is a for real, 
super-cool Navy SEAL. And Uncle Jake has a plan. He's going to turn Marc into a warrior.  Lexile 610.  Realistic Fiction 
 
A Drop of Hope     by Sharon Creech.  
Times are tough in the small town of Cliffs Donnelly, Ohio (sarcastically called If Only) especially for some of the kids at Rod Serling 
Middle School, but then an old dry well suddenly begins to grant wishes, or so it seems--three of the students, Ernest Wilmette, Ryan 
Hardy, and Lizzy MacComber, know what is happening (but do they really?), because sometimes a good deed can make magic 
happen.  Lexile 810.  Fantasy Fiction. 
 
Trace      by Pat Cummings   
An African American middle schooler who has recently lost both his parents sees a ghost wearing old-fashioned clothing in the 
basement of the New York Public Library.  Lexile 790.  Fantasy Fiction. 
 
The Last Word     by Samantha Hasting.  
In 1861 London, eighteen-year-old Lucinda Leavitt evades plans to find her a suitable husband by enlisting the help of childhood 
friend David to seek the ending of her favorite author's last, unfinished book.  Lexile 770 Romance/Mystery. 
 
The Giant from the Fire Sea    by John Himmelman 
When a giant named Newton emerges from the Fire Sea, where Jat is gathering coal, they begin a friendship and an adventure in 
which both try to protect Jat's village.  Lexile 530. Action/Adventure. 
 
Secret Soldiers     by Keely Hutton 
In 1917, Thomas, a thirteen-year-old coal miner seeking his missing brother, James, joins the Claykickers, who tunnel beneath the 
battlefields of the Western Front as they learn to be me.  Lexile 910.  Historical Fiction. 
 
The Traitor’s Game (Series)   by Jennifer Nielsen 
After three years in exile, Kestra Dallisor has been summoned back to Antora by her father, right-hand man of the seemingly immortal 
king, Lord Endrick, but she is intercepted and kidnapped by the Coracks who want to use her to get the Olden Blade, which they 
believe can be used to kill the despot. Simon, one of the rebels with his own grudge against the Dallisors, is assigned to accompany 
her, but Kestra has her own plans and she does not intend to let anyone get in her way.  Lexile 730.  Fantasy Fiction 
 
Me and Sam-Sam Handle the Apocalypse  by Susan Vaught 
Alternates between the detective work of middle-schooler Jesse and her new friend, Springer, after her father is accused of stealing, 
and post-tornado rescue efforts of Jesse and her Pomeranian, Sam-Sam.  Lexile 750.  Mystery Fiction. 
 
The Sun Is Also a Star    by Nicola Yoon 
Natasha is a girl who believes in science and facts. Daniel has always been a good son and good student. But when he sees Natasha he 
forgets all that and believes there is something extraordinary in store for both of them.  Lexile 650.  Romance.  Mature Readers. 
 
Girl in a Bad Place     by Kaitlin Ward 
The Haven, a commune in the mountains, seems harmless--until Mailee's best friend Cara decides she's going to stay there forever. 
How far will Mailee go to bring her friend home?  Lexile 700.  Action/Adventure Mature Readers 
 
Exo Book 1 (Series)     by Fonda Lee 
For a century now, Earth has been a peaceful colony of an alien race, and Donovan Reyes is a loyal member of the security forces, 
while his father is the Prime Liaison--but when a routine search and seizure goes bad Donovan finds himself a captive of the human 
revolutionary group, Sapience, terrorists who seem to prefer war to alien rule, and killing Donovan just might be the incident they are 
looking for.  Lexile 810. Science Fiction. 
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Pretend She’s Here     by Luanne Rice 
Fifteen-year-old Emily has six siblings, but she was also close to her best friend, Lizzie Porter, who died nearly a year ago, and she is 
still grieving; but Lizzie's family are also grieving, so much so, that they use Lizzie's younger sister, Chloe, as a lure and kidnap 
Emily, forcing her to dress, talk, and act like Lizzie, and threatening to go after Emily's family if she does not become the replacement 
for the daughter they lost--and Emily is caught between fear for herself and her family, and concern for Chloe, who she sees is also a 
victim of Mrs. Porter's madness.  Lexile 680   Realistic Fiction.  Mature Readers 
 
Pacifica      by Kristen Simmons 
After surviving overcrowding, disease, and unemployment, five hundred lottery winners are promised a new start on Pacifica, but 
Marin Carey, corsario royalty, knows no island paradise exists.  Lexile 720.  Fantasy. Mature Readers  
 
Special Forces: Unconventional Warfare (Series) by Chris Lynch 
Danny Manion has been fighting his entire life. Sometimes with his fists. Sometimes with his words. But when his actions finally land 
him in real trouble, he can't fight the judge who offers him a choice: jail... or the army.  Lexile 880.  Historical Fiction. 
 
Embassy Row: All Fall Down (Series)  by Ally Carter 
Grace Blakely is absolutely certain of three things: 1. She is not crazy.  2. Her mother was murdered.  3. Someday she is going to find 
the killer and make him pay.  As certain as Grace is about these facts, nobody else believes her -- so there's no one she can completely 
trust. Not her grandfather, a powerful ambassador. Not her new friends, who all live on Embassy Row. Not Alexei, the Russian boy 
next door, who is keeping his eye on Grace for reasons she neither likes nor understands. Lexile 610.   Mystery 
 
Bone: Quest for the Spark (Series)   by Tome Sniegoski 
Twelve-year-old Tom Elm, his raccoon friend Roderick, Percival, Abbey, and Barclay Bone, warrior-priest Randolf, and forest-
woman Lorimar join in a quest to find the pieces of the Spark that can save Dreaming--and the Waking World--from a Darkness 
created by the Nacht.  Lexile 790.  Graphic Novel 
 
Horizon (Series)      by Scott Westerfeld 
When Aero Horizon 16 crashes in the Arctic, eight children emerge from the wreckage to find themselves alone and surrounded, not 
by ice, but by a mysterious and deadly jungle full of carnivorous plants and predatory birds--the other five hundred people from the 
plane are gone, not necessarily dead, but taken by something that lives in the jungle.  Lexile 690.  Action/Adventure 
 
Wings of Fire: The Dragonet Prophecy (Original or Graphic Novel Series) by Tui T. Sutherland 
Determined to end a generations-long war among the seven dragon tribes, a secret movement called the Talons of Peace draws on a 
prophecy that calls for a great sacrifice, compelling five appointed dragonets to fulfill a painful destiny against their will.  Lexile 740.  
Fantasy 
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